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The eosinophilic granuloma is a common equine
dermatosis and the most common non-neoplastic nodular
skin disease of the horse4. Equine eosinophilic granuloma
with collagen degeneration is seen most commonly in
warmer months and has no apparent age, breed or sex
predilections. Single or multiple lesions, most commonly
occur on the back, withers and neck3. The lesions are
usually rounded, well circumscribed, firm, non-alopecic,
non-ulcerative, non-painful and non-pruritic. In the present
paper, a case of eosinophilic collagenolytic granuloma in
the scrotum of a horse, an unusual location, is described.

A male castrated horse aged about 7 years was brought
to the Veterinary Clinic with a history of slowly growing,
nodular lesions on the scrotal skin in the area of castration
wound since three months. On examination, one large and
3 to 5 smaller nodules were noticed. The large nodule was
2 x 3 cm in size. They were easily excised with proper wound
healing and without recurrence. The tissue sample was
sent in 10% formalin for histopathological examination to
Department of Pathology, School of Veterinary Medicine,
Hannover. The sample was processed routinely by paraffin
embedding and sections were cut and stained with
Haematoxylin and Eosin (H&E).

Histopathological examination revealed the presence
of nodular areas of eosinophilic, granulomatous
inflammation in the dermis (Fig. 1). The granulomas showed
densely eosinophilic material, known as flame figures, that
represent remnants of fragmented collagen bundles and
degenerated eosinophils ( Fig. 2). The granulomas were
surrounded by numerous eosinophils, macrophages, few
epithelioid cells and lymphocytes. The lesions noticed in
the biopsy sample of scrotum were in accordance with the
eosinophilic granulomas noticed on the back, withers and
neck4. Flame figure formation is thought to result from
eosinophilic necrosis of collagen5, but the
etiopathogenesis of eosinophilic granuloma is unknown
and probably multifactorial4. As the lesions, most
commonly occur in spring and summer, insect
hypersensitivity has been suspected 1,2,3. As the lesions
occur commonly in the saddle region, trauma has been
suggested as an inciting cause. Some horses developed
eosinophilic granulomas at the injection sites when

standard silicone-coated needles were used 4,5,6. In the
present case, the aetiology could be attributed to insect
hypersensitivity, as there was no evidence of trauma at
the site of the lesions.
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Fig. 1: Nodular area of eosinophilic, granulomatous inflam-
mation in the dermis. H&E x 25.

Fig. 2: Eosinophilic granuloma showing flame figures. H&E x 200
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